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T
ech. Sgt. G

ary L
. K

aczm
arek, superintend

ent of the
377

th A
ir B

ase W
ing C

om
m

and
 Post w

as selected
 for the

A
ir Force M

ateriel C
om

m
and

’s C
om

m
and

 Post N
oncom

-
m

issioned
 O

fficer of the Y
ear.

N
ot show

n is A
irm

an 1
st C

lass Jessica L
. H

ard
m

an,
form

erly at K
irtland A

FB, selected as C
om

m
and Post A

ir-
m

an of the Y
ear.

A
FM

C
’s C

o
m

m
an

d
 Po

st
N

o
n

co
m

m
issio

n
ed

 O
fficer o

f
th

e Year

S
taff S

gt. Jerald
 L

. H
allett of the 58th Special O

peration W
ing’s

58th M
aintenance Squadron w

as selected for O
fficer Training School

by the 0303 board
. O

nce com
m

issioned
, he w

ill attend
 technical

school to be a navigator.

Staff Sg
t. selected for

O
fficer Train

in
g
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ool

B
Y
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T
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R
U
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IL

L
150th

 FW
 Pu

b
lic A

ffairs

O
ne of the highest recruiting honors that can be attained

 in the
A

ir N
ational G

uard
 w

as aw
ard

ed
 to a N

ew
 M

exico A
ir N

ational
G

uard
sm

an at the 2003 A
nnual N

ational R
ecruiting and

 R
etention

A
w

ard
s C

erem
ony in St. L

ouis, A
pril 17th.

M
aster Sgt. John A

. W
illiam

s, recruiting office supervisor
for the 150

th Fighter W
ing, K

irtland
 A

FB
, com

peted
 against nom

i-
nees from

 50 states and four territories to earn the prestigious aw
ard.

“T
his is a great honor,” said

 C
hief M

aster Sgt. M
ike

Patterson, recruiting and
 retention superintend

ent for the State of
N

ew
 M

exico.  “N
om

inees from
 all over w

ere narrow
ed

 d
ow

n to a
five-region com

petition from
 w

hich W
illiam

s ad
vanced

 to nation-
als.”

C
om

petitors had to dem
on-

strate strengths in areas ranging
from

 job know
ledge and leadership,

to com
m

unity involvem
ent and pre-

v
io

u
s 

aw
ard

s 
earn

ed
, 

said
Patterson.  W

illiam
’s direction of the

150
th recruiting office has led

 to the
w

ing achieving and
 exceed

ing re-
cruitm

ent goals set forth by the N
a-

tional G
uard

 B
ureau.  W

illiam
s’ re-

cruiting plan, d
esigned

 to m
eet the

specific need
s of the 150

th and
 the

A
ir N

ational G
uard

, positively im
-

pacted all recruitm
ent objectives.

A
ccording to W

illiam
s, he cred-

its an exceptional staff.  “W
e w

ork
as a team

,” said
 W

illiam
s.  “T

his is
an honor for all of us.”

T
he recruiting and

 retention office, supported
 by M

aster Sgt.
A

ngela T
apia, retention office m

anager for the 150
th, and

 T
ech. Sgt.

Suzie B
ow

les, 150
th prod

uction recruiter, received
 recognition as

w
ell.  “A

dditionally, everyone assigned to recruiting and retention
in the N

ew
 M

exico A
ir N

ational G
uard w

as nom
inated for a m

erit-
based

 aw
ard

,” said
 Patterson.

T
apia, 2002 N

ew
 M

exico A
ir N

ational G
uard

 R
etention O

ffice
M

anager of the Y
ear, w

as nom
inated

 to regional com
p

etition.
B

ow
les, w

ho earned
 the 2002 N

ew
 M

exico A
ir N

ational G
uard

R
ookie R

ecruiter of the Y
ear A

w
ard

, w
on

 th
e region

al com
p

eti-
tion

 an
d

 ad
v

an
ced

 to n
ation

als.

N
ew
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exico
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ir N

atio
n

al G
u

ard
m

em
b

er receives n
atio

n
al aw

ard

M
aster Sg

t. aw
ard

ed
M

eritoriou
s Service M

ed
al

H
is m

eticulous attention to d
etail safeguard

ed
 over 2,000 m

en
and w

om
en and earned him

 the M
eritorious Service M

edal.  M
aster

Sgt. C
harles D

. C
rutchfield

 w
as aw

ard
ed

 the M
SM

 on February 6
for outstanding achievem

ent during O
peration EN

D
U

R
IN

G
 FR

EE-
D

O
M

.  A
s C

hief of W
eapons Safety, C

rutchfield w
as the w

ing’s sole
m

unitions and
 explosive safety specialist.  Stationed

 in the K
yrgyz

R
epublic, near the southern C

hinese bord
er, the 376

th A
ir E

xped
i-

tionary W
ing had

 no safety related
 accid

ents d
ue to C

rutchfield
’s

w
eapons safety program

.  In addition to m
anaging w

eapon storage
houses, C

rutchfield
 supervised

 the shipm
ents of explosives in and

out of his base: all w
ithout incid

ent.  A
ccord

ing to his certificate,
C

rutchfield
’s efforts helped

 his w
ing “com

plete over 800 com
bat

sorties, m
aintaining a perfect 100 percent sortie effectiveness rate.”

O
fficers’ sp

o
u

se clu
b

a
w

a
rd

s sch
o

la
rsh

ip
s

T
he K

irtland
 O

fficers Spouses C
lub aw

ard
ed

 $3,500 in schol-
arships at a reception A

pril 8 at the M
ountain V

iew
 C

lub. C
ol.

Steve B
ow

er, 377
th A

ir B
ase W

ing vice com
m

and
er, w

as guest
speaker and

 aw
ard

 presenter for four high school stud
ents and

one ad
ult. Scholarship fund

s are raised
 at the T

hrift Shop, oper-
ated

 by an all-volu
nteer staff. T

he recip
ients are (from

 left to
right):

M
ichele Falzone of La C

ueva H
igh School, daughter of Lt. C

ol.
Joseph and

 T
heresa Falzone.

C
hristopher W

alters of R
io R

ancho H
igh School, son of G

lenn
and

 T
erie W

alters.
M

arie Sam
ples of E

ld
orad

o H
igh School, d

aughter of L
t. C

ol.
Phil and

 D
iana Sam

ples.
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L
ind

say E
rin K

elly of Sand
ia H

igh School, d
aughter of C

ol.
Jam

es and
 Julie K

elly.
B

etzaid
a “B

etsy” H
achfeld

 of U
niversity of N

ew
 M

exico,
spouse of Staff Sgt. R

ichard
 H

achfeld
.

A
irm

an
 H

en
d

erson
, a M

u
n

ition
s M

ain
ten

an
ce

T
echnician, is currently w

orking on his B
ach D

egree in
M

ech
an

ical E
n

gin
eerin

g an
d

 is w
orkin

g tow
ard

s a
SC

U
B

A
 instructor license.


